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Preface 
 
The 11th International Workshop on Treebanks and Linguistic Theories is 
held in Lisbon, Portugal. When the first TLT took place in Sozopol, Bulgaria, 
it was not clear whether there would be a second workshop. Now, we can 
look back on more than 10 years of successful workshops and of research on 
treebanks in a linguistic context.  
 
There are several directions in which research on treebanks has made 
considerable progress:  
 

• Treebanks have evolved from a necessary resource for NLP applica-
tions to a field of research on their own. They are used for parser 
training as well as for linguistic investigations. Additionally, an-
notation issues often also become research topics.  

• The field also has evolved from a situation where treebanks were 
available for only a handful of the major languages to one where 
more and more treebanks for lesser-studied languages become availa-
ble. This TLT is a good indicator for this development: it features 
papers on Ancient Greek, Basque, Czech, Bangla, Bulgarian, Danish, 
Dutch, English, French, German, Hindi, Italian, Norwegian, Persian, 
Portuguese, Swedish, Telugu, and Urdu. 

• Treebanks have also broadened in the spectrum of linguistic phe-
nomena that are tackled: While the first treebanks were restricted to 
syntactic information, today there is a wide range of other linguistic 
phenomena that are annotated on top of the syntactic annotations, or 
parallel to them. This year’s TLT features talks concerning the 
annotation of semantics, coreference, named entities, and discourse 
structure.  

• Another development worth noticing is the emergence of parallel 
treebanks, which will have an influence on machine translation as 
well as on linguistic investigations, as illustrated in three contribu-
tions to TLT 11. 

 
TLT 11 features a well-rounded program that provides contributions to all 
these areas. This year, we had 32 submissions, out of which 19 were ac-
cepted, either as oral presentation or as poster. 
 
TLT aims at being a forum for all researchers and students working in the 
area of treebanking. To complete the picture, Mark Steedman and Nianwen 
Xue accepted the invitation to be keynote speakers at the workshop. We hope 
that you will enjoy the workshop and the proceedings. 

Iris Hendrickx, Sandra Kübler, Kiril Simov
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